
 
                        

Transfiguration Sunday 
“Listen To Him”  
Matthew 17:1-9 
Listening to Jesus is the first step toward a spiritually 
charged, perpetual mountaintop moment kind of faith

Transfiguration Sunday 
The end of Epiphany—the moment when God-With-Us is fully revealed. 

The disciples get a glimpse of who Jesus is—and then don’t get it. 

Sometimes The Experience of Glory Is Too Much for Us 
“Avatar” and emotional letdown—a strange phenomenon 

Don’t pass judgement—we all get what this is like. 
Why do we go to church?  A Spiritual high?  

The temptation to keep chasing the mountaintop moments.  

LISTENING TO JESUS IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD A SPIRITUALLY 
CHARGED, PERPETUAL MOUNTAINTOP MOMENT FAITH

Matthew 17:1-9
• Where did this happen?  Lots of theories, best guesses 
• God’s reality breaks through our reality—a glimpse of heaven 
• Moses and Elijah—the Law and Prophets with the Word of God 
• And then Peter just wants to stay there—“let people come see this!”
• The spectacle wasn’t going to last, but the word of the Word is. 
Mountaintop moments will fade away, but what you heard on the 
mountaintop helps you persevere in the valley.  You carry the 
mountaintop with you. 

The Church With The Tiffany Windows
• It only took a hundred years to figure out that the mountaintop could be 

carried out into the neighborhood. 

1. You can’t keep chasing the mountaintop moments. 
2. The word of the Word is what helps you carry the mountaintop with you. 
3. Don’t explain it.  Live it. 

LISTENING TO JESUS IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD A SPIRITUALLY 
CHARGED, PERPETUAL MOUNTAINTOP MOMENT FAITH



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
The Word Made Flesh: A Theology of the Incarnation  
Ian A. McFarland 

Christ The Heart of Creation 
Rowan Williams  

The Universal Christ: Another Name for Everything  
Richard Rohr  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

