
 
                        

Fourth Sunday of Advent  
“Unless First We Dream”  
Matthew 1:18-25 
The mystery of Jesus is not a problem to be solved, it’s a 
reality to be experienced. 

Advent is not just a season of expectation, it’s a season of preparation
What are we preparing for?  Change, Transformation, New Life  

And It All Comes Down To Jesus  

Today we’re going to be talking about how our efforts to explain the 
mystery of Jesus are not nearly as helpful as simply experiencing Jesus. 

The Science of Dreaming vs. the Mystery of Dreaming 
Have you ever heard of people dreaming dreams that came true? 

WE ALL HAVE THOSE STORIES, DON’T WE? 
But is dreaming just repressed memory (Freud) or something more? 
Dreams help regulate traffic on that fragile bridge which connects our experiences 
with our emotions and memories.  

Some times we just need to experience things, not explain them.

Today’s Advent reading tells the story of how Joseph, Jesus’ “earthly” 
father embraced a new reality instead of trying to solve a problem.  

THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS NOT A PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED, IT’S A REALTY TO 
BE EXPERIENCED. 

Matthew 1:18-25
Setting the Scene—What has happened to Joseph—how he responds 
• Joseph’s response to the mystery was to try to solve it like a problem.  
• But his experience of a new reality changed everything for him. 
Whatever it was that transformed Joseph, changed his life and the world. 

Where In Your Life Have You Been Approaching Jesus Like A Problem
• Understanding what it means to be a follower—checklists, steps, etc. 
• Thinking that we’re not good enough—despite what Jesus said  
• Not being prepared for the ever-arriving Christ in our lives.  

THE MYSTERY OF JESUS IS NOT A PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED, IT’S A REALTY TO 
BE EXPERIENCED. 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas 
Various Contributors 

Preparing For Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent 
Richard Rohr  

Low: An Honest Advent Devotional  
John Pavlovitz  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

