
 
                        

Third Sunday of Advent  
“We All Have Our Role To Play” 
Matthew 11:2-11 
You might not be Jesus, but Jesus needs you to do Jesus’ 
work in the world

Advent is not just a season of expectation, it’s a season of preparation
What are we preparing for?  Change, Transformation, New Life  

And It All Comes Down To Jesus  

Today we’re going to be talking about how even though we fall short of 
Jesus’ example, we have a calling to point to Jesus with all that we are. 

There are so many Advent calendars out there now… 
What do we make of all this?  Just commercialism, or something else? 

WHAT IF THE HOPE THEY EXPRESS IS DEEPER?
The idea of God becoming one of us—the idea of Jesus reflects a universal 
longing for rescue, restoration and new life… 

So why do we struggle so hard to do everything we can to point to that? 

Today’s Advent reading tells the story of how John the Baptist came to 
grips with the role he was called to fulfill—and became Jesus’ disciple.

YOU MIGHT NOT BE JESUS, BUT JESUS NEEDS YOU TO DO JESUS’ WORK IN THE 
WORLD

Matthew 11:2-11
Setting the Scene—John in prison, seeking meaning, clarity 
• John asks the question that so many of us keep asking.  
• Jesus’ reply was one born out of experience, witness, transformation
John realizes anew that his role was and continued to be to point to the 
Christ—he may have been a messenger, but he was also a follower. 

How Do We Point To Jesus More Effectively 
• We need to know who Jesus is for us. 
• We need to believe who Jesus can be for others. 
• We need to show how Jesus can transform the world, one heart at a time. 

YOU MIGHT NOT BE JESUS, BUT JESUS NEEDS YOU TO DO JESUS’ WORK IN THE 
WORLD



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas 
Various Contributors 

Preparing For Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent 
Richard Rohr  

Low: An Honest Advent Devotional  
John Pavlovitz  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

