
 
                        

Second Sunday of Advent  
“Like Snakes Fleeing A Storm” 
Matthew 3:1-12 
When Jesus Shows Up, Everything Changes

Advent is not just a season of expectation, it’s a season of preparation
What are we preparing for?  Change, Transformation, New Life  

And It All Comes Down To Jesus  

Today we’re going to be talking about how the presence of Jesus brings 
change—and sometimes the change that’s needed isn’t easy. 

Most of us have a universal longing this time of year: Easier 
We do everything we can to reduce stress, make things simpler… 

BUT ISN’T THE EASY WAY OUT A BAD THING? 
Who doesn’t love an inspirational meme?  Let’s take a look at a few… 

So if the easy way isn’t always the best way, why do we choose it?
Because we’re afraid of what might change if we don’t… 

Today’s Advent reading is from a sermon by John the Baptist, who didn’t 
give his listeners an easy way out when it came to change… 

WHEN JESUS SHOWS UP, EVERYTHING CHANGES

Matthew 3:1-12
Learning about about the messenger & the message 
• John the Baptist—history and symbolism 
• What is up with his critique of the religious people?  
• “Metanoia” - about face, forget, let go, return, get ready for disruption
The presence of Jesus disrupts the status quo, comforts the afflicted, 
afflicts the comfortable, turns everything upside down. 

What Does Jesus Need To Change In Our Lives?
• Where do we need to do an about face?
• What do we need to let go of? 
• How can we become the people we long to be? 

WHEN JESUS SHOWS UP, EVERYTHING CHANGES 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas 
Various Contributors 

Preparing For Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent 
Richard Rohr  

Low: An Honest Advent Devotional  
John Pavlovitz  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

