
 
                        

The Way - Week Four 
Jailhouse Rock 
Acts 16:16-34 
The Way leads us to the true freedom that comes from 
surrender  

A New Series - The Way: Lessons from The Early Church
The early members of this movement were first called “Followers of the Way”—
a direct reflection of their desire to follow “in the way” of Christ.  

Today we’re going to hear the story of how true freedom comes when we 
surrender to the idea that Jesus is Lord

The story of Paul, Silas and a Jailhouse Earthquake. 

THE WAY LEADS US TO THE TRUE FREEDOM THAT COMES FROM 
SURRENDER

Acts 16:16-34
Here’s the background of what is happening in this story 
• A Slave Girl, Python, A healing, Anti-Semitism, and Unlawful Imprisonment
• What sort of hymns did Paul and Silas sing in prison?  (Examples) 
• Then the jailhouse rocks - the jailer—an explanation of his plight 
• “What must I do to be saved?” Intent isn’t the issue
• The answer to such a question is always “Believe in the Lord Jesus” 
• This isn’t a neat story—the girl, the jailer… what becomes of them? 
The real question that is being asked here is “Where do we find true 
freedom?” And the answer comes back: “Surrender.” 

What is holding you captive today?  What prisons have you created? 
Trapped in bad relationships, A career that consumes you. Addictions…

Surrendering your life to Jesus won’t eliminate the challenges you face in 
life. But it will set you free to find the courage and the peace to face them. 

1. Surrender happens when you realize God’s address is at the end of your rope. 
2. Proclaiming Jesus is Lord of your life is less about piety than purpose.  

THE WAY LEADS US TO THE TRUE FREEDOM THAT COMES FROM 
SURRENDER



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Acts for Everyone  
N.T. Wright 

The Acts of the Apostles: Interpretation, History and Theology 
Osvaldo Padilla 

The Story of Christianity Vol 1  
Justo Gonzalez  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

