
 
                        

The Way - Week Three 
Lydia’s Story  
Acts 16:9-15 
The Way breaks down the barriers that keep us from 
being led by the Spirit 

A New Series - The Way: Lessons from The Early Church
The early members of this movement were first called “Followers of the Way”—
a direct reflection of their desire to follow “in the way” of Christ.  

Today we’re going to hear the story of Lydia, a woman who became a 
leader in the church—an unlikely convert, and a powerful witness

She found the God who was finding her… 

THE WAY BREAKS DOWN THE BARRIERS THAT KEEP US FROM BEING 
LED BY THE SPIRIT 

Acts 16:9-15
Here’s the background of what is happening in this story 
• Paul is following a well-thought out plan that is thwarted by the Spirit
• The story behind the story of the journey—the Spirit opened things up 
• The background of Philippi—a thoroughly Roman city, no synagogue 
• Then he meets Lydia by the river—a little background on her 
• But when he did, he went through the door. 
God's saving grace dismantles the various social barriers that cultivate 
strife, and creates abundant space for grace 

This was the intersection between human obedience/longing and divine 
initiative—all made possible by people being led by the Spirit. 

What barriers have you encountered that have kept you from being led by the 
Spirit?  What challenges have you faced? 

A list of people you might know… 

At the end of Paul’s life—he reflects on his love for the church at Philippi.
Paul and Lydia—made that possible because they were led by the Spirit

THE WAY BREAKS DOWN THE BARRIERS THAT KEEP US FROM BEING 
LED BY THE SPIRIT 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Acts for Everyone  
N.T. Wright 

The Acts of the Apostles: Interpretation, History and Theology 
Osvaldo Padilla 

The Story of Christianity Vol 1  
Justo Gonzalez  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

