
 
                        

The Way - Week One 
Tabitha Cuma! 
Acts 9:36-43 
The Way transforms ordinary people (who are not 
ordinary to God) to live extraordinary lives... 

A New Series - The Way: Lessons from The Early Church
The early members of this movement were first called “Followers of the Way”—
a direct reflection of their desire to follow “in the way” of Christ.  

Todays Big Idea
The Way transforms ordinary people (who are not ordinary to God) to live 
extraordinary lives...

Acts 9:36-43
First—Miracles are Hard To Understand 
• C.S. Lewis—a few notes on miracles, and “ganglion” 
• The only way to see trains passing is to live near a railway. 
• Although our Western mindset might not allow us to believe that such a 

miracle could occur---we long for it to be feasible on a gut level.
• The Setting and Background of this story—Joppa, Lydda 
• Tabitha - “gazelle”; a mathetria; only moment the feminine word is used 
• Tabitha cumi! - Talitha cumi!; anesthemi - “Rise!” 
• An ordinary woman, with a ministry to the poor and widows

Think about a person who made something special for you… 
Luke reminds us that the story of the Church isn’t always about the “Big Ticket” 
people… kind of miraculous, right? 

N.T. Wright - these people: “…the beating heart of the people of God.” 
What’s the greater miracle—raising the dead, or using ordinary, boring people 
to embody the resurrection to the world? (Raising the dead is pretty cool)

Will Willimon’s idea of community…. The world turned upside down

Stories of Tabithas… 

The Way transforms ordinary people (who are not ordinary to God) to live 
extraordinary lives...



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Acts for Everyone  
N.T. Wright 

The Acts of the Apostles: Interpretation, History and Theology 
Osvaldo Padilla 

The Story of Christianity Vol 1  
Justo Gonzalez  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

