Fifth Sunday of Lent - Return to Me
Pressing On

Philippians 3:4b-14
Returning To Faithfulness Sometimes Looks Like We’re
Running Forward After Jesus

The Fifth Sunday of Lent
Our Theme: Return To Me—retracing the steps back to faithfulnes
Today—Our return to faithfulness might look a lot like moving forward
from the comfort of what was to the discomfort of what will be.
I Coulda Been A Contender
Some things are stereotypes for a reason…
The Uncle Rico Syndrome
When you live in the past because you’re stuck in it.
What do we do when we can no longer imagine that our best days might
be ahead of us?
If you believe the Apostle Paul, you keep pressing on, baby!
RETURNING TO FAITHFULNESS SOMETIMES LOOKS LIKE WE’RE
RUNNING FORWARD AFTER JESU
Philippians 3:4b-1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The context of this letter—Paul is literally “in chains” about to be on trial for his lif
He’s writing to a church in the heart of the Roman Empire—one that is dear to hi
But there’s this group that keeps trying to discredit his work with Gentiles.
Paul does a little bit of humble bragging—lifting up his Jewish cred, and accolade
He came from the right tribe, the right rabbi, the best schools, he was minted
But all of that is skubalon or dog poo—compared to the life he now has in Christ
Paul knew that things were about to go south for him, and still he presses on

1. Nothing You’ve Done In Your Own Name Matters More Than What You
Do In Jesus’ Name
2. You ARE NOT DONE—you aren’t disquali ed, too old, too young, too
anything except too loved and too called.
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RETURNING TO FAITHFULNESS SOMETIMES LOOKS LIKE WE’RE
RUNNING FORWARD AFTER JESU

sermon extras &
further reading
FOR FURTHER READING:
Show Me The Way: Daily Lenten Readings
Henri J. Nouwen
Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent & Easter
Various Authors
Preparing For Easter
C.S. Lewis
SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s website leonbloder.org
or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.
Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.

