Fourth Sunday of Lent - Return to Me
The Running God

Luke 15:1-3; 11b-32
WHEN WE’RE ON THE ROAD TO REPENTANCE GOD’S
LOVE ALWAYS RUNS TO MEET US

The Fourth Sunday of Lent
Our Theme: Return To Me—retracing the steps back to faithfulnes
What does this look like? Prayer, Repentance, Spiritual Practices…
Today—Our return to faithfulness might be humbling, but we can be
assured that God’s unconditional love will meet us on the way.
The Power of Shame
When we feel exposed—“othered”—rejected—marginalized
We’ve all felt shame at the hands of religious people…
Maybe we’ve also been the religious people bringing it, too…
Genesis 3—the sadness of shame, disconnection from God and others
God covers Adam and Eve—indicating compassion
WHEN WE’RE ON THE ROAD TO REPENTANCE GOD’S LOVE ALWAYS
RUNS TO MEET U
Luke 15:1-3; 11b-3
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Probably the most well known parable—but de nitely a misnomer
The younger son in ancient culture—the trauma of saying, “I wish you were dead.
This is less about his “sins” and more about his rejection of the father’s love
In a shame/honor culture the return of such a person was lled with hard ritual
To save his son from the shame—the father shames himself instead
He then covers his lthy son with robes, restores him with a ring, sends a messag
The older brother doesn’t want to be a part of it—this radical love and forgivenes
The story ends with a cliffhanger—do you believe in God’s radical love, or not

Two Lessons
1. Younger Son- When you feel like you are too broken to be restored—love
will meet you on the road back to you.
2. Older Son- When your perceived sense of justice leaves no room for God’s
radical love and mercy—you can join the party, or sulk outside.
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WHEN WE’RE ON THE ROAD TO REPENTANCE GOD’S LOVE ALWAYS
RUNS TO MEET U

sermon extras &
further reading
FOR FURTHER READING:
Show Me The Way: Daily Lenten Readings
Henri J. Nouwen
Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent & Easter
Various Authors
Preparing For Easter
C.S. Lewis
SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s website leonbloder.org
or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.
Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.

