
 
                        

Signs of The Times: Rediscovering Revelation 
Week 3: Breaking The Seals  
Revelation 6  (select verses) 
Calamity often prepares ordinary people for an 
extraordinary destiny. 

The Apocalypse of John—The Most Misunderstood Book Of The Bible 

Today—we’re going to explore some seriously dramatic visions… 
We’re also going to learn what it means to find meaning in calamity. 

Feeling Sorry for Yourself—A Primer 
What most of us do—feel free to share, this could be instructive. 

What we want most of all is meaning when there is calamity… 
Even if it means betraying our truest and best selves to do so. 

Even if it means putting our trust in things that are untrustworthy… 

John the Revelator shared a vision made of word pictures that called 
early Christians to faithfulness—and trust.  Because they had a mission…

CALAMITY OFTEN PREPARES ORDINARY PEOPLE FOR AN 
EXTRAORDINARY DESTINY 

Revelation 6 (select verses)
• Why word pictures—to awaken the reader, not just data: feelings
• The Horsemen—the consequences of peace through conquest
• Parthian bowmen, War within, Economic effects, Death in all forms
• The vision of the martyrs—awaken the reader, no longer can be neutral 
• The sixth seal—Creation is now affected, and there seems to be no answer. 
• The cyclical nature of Revelation—take you to the brink, and then God. 
John wanted his readers to feel what they already knew about the tenuous 
nature of existence, but also not to be cowed by it because there’s more. 

How Do We Handle Calamity/Suffering?
• Receiving/Feeling—interrupt the cycle of pain and uncertainty 
• Become Curious—what can we learn here?
• Trust That There’s More—become open to possibility of more 

CALAMITY OFTEN PREPARES ORDINARY PEOPLE FOR AN 
EXTRAORDINARY DESTINY 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Revelation and The End of All Things 
Craig R. Koestra 

Reading Revelation Responsibly  
Michael J. Gorman 

Revelation For Everyone 
N.T. Wright  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

