
 
                        

The End of the Beginning 
Mark 13:1-8 
When the world is turned upside down, Jesus gives us 
the courage to stay right side up. 

It’s The End of the World As We Know It… Or Is It?  
We’re not studying Revelation yet, but there’s plenty of other passages in the 
Bible that elicit “end times” conversations.   

Prophets Are On The Rise 
Jeremiah Johnson  - the price of telling the truth 

A few other names—cynics, charlatans or true believers?
Question: What makes our moment so special?  

What if we were able to see the calamities in our world differently?
Is it the beginning of the end…  

Or the end of the beginning (Churchill)
Today we’re going to study Jesus’ own words to his followers about what 
to do when it feels like the world is going to end… 

WHEN THE WORLD IS TURNED UPSIDE DOWN, JESUS GIVES US THE 
COURAGE TO STAY RIGHT SIDE UP. 

Mark 13:1-8
• Background on this passage written after 70AD, recalling Jesus’ words.
• The conversation takes place on the Mt.Of Olives—a bit about the stones. 
• Often called the “little apocalypse” - Jesus’ own words: “Do not be alarmed.”
• Jesus doesn’t deny calamities, he presents them as “birth pangs” of God’s 

transformation of the world. 
The purpose for the watching, the waiting and the observing is to experience 
and be changed by something altogether different from what we have known.  

So What Do We Do With This?
• Leave the “not-yet” to God—stay focused on the “now.”
• Let go of our fear of the unknown—trust that God is in our future. 
• Learn what it means to find peace—no matter what is happening around us. 

WHEN THE WORLD IS TURNED UPSIDE DOWN, JESUS GIVES US THE 
COURAGE TO STAY RIGHT SIDE UP. 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Interpreting Revelation and Other Apocalyptic Literature  
C. Marvin Pate 

Mark for Everyone  
By N.T. Wright  

Reading Revelation Responsibly  
Michael J. Gorman  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

