
 
                

Grace Under Pressure - Week Four 
Happily Ever After? 
Job 42:1-6; 10-17 
Grace under pressure transforms what seems like the 
end of a story into a new beginning. 

This Series “Why Do Bad Things Happen To Good People?”

And They Lived Happily Ever After
Famous stories/movies that ended “in reality.”  
“…one of the most tragic sentences in literature…” - Liebman
Your brain seems to want happy endings—but is it helpful?
And the reality is—the happily ever after ending isn’t the “norm”

Job’s Response To His Trials & Tribulations
His doubts were centered on God’s justice, not God’s power. 

He demands to be heard by God, to contend with God
And then he learns something from the ash heap

When his old ways of thinking/talking about God fail, Job learns 
something new—and it transforms him and his story.  

GRACE UNDER PRESSURE TRANSFORMS WHAT SEEMS LIKE THE END 
OF A STORY INTO A NEW BEGINNING 

Job 42:1-6; 10-17
• “By the ears rumor, I heard of you, but now my eyes have seen you…” 
• By lamenting, complaining to God, Job keeps his relationship alive.
• “But I recant—because I am dust and ashes…” a different view
• God validates Job’s resistance to the transactional theology of his friends.
• Job teaches us to hold our theologies loosely—for new expressions
So how do we interpret what happens at the end of this story?  Does Job get
rewarded for getting it “right?”

Grace Under Pressure—Discovering the truth about God in Our Story
• Transform your ideas/language about God  (Thoughts)
• Learn the difference between “rewards” and “grace” (Actions)

GRACE UNDER PRESSURE TRANSFORMS WHAT SEEMS LIKE THE END 
OF A STORY INTO A NEW BEGINNING 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
When Bad Things Happen To Good People  
Rabbi Harold Kushner  

Man’s Search For Meaning  
Victor Frankl  

Falling Upward  
Richard Rohr  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

Subscribe to the Pastor Leon’s Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

