I Am: Jesus In His Own Words - Week 5
I Am The Resurrection And The Life
John 11 (select verses)

Because of Jesus, the worst thing is never the last thing.

This Series—Jesus’ own words answer the question “Who Is Jesus?”
Today: What does mean when Jesus says “I am the Resurrection and the Life”
Stories from the Brink—11th Hour Miracles
So what is it about 11th hour stories that engage us so
We want to believe that there’s a chance for hope, no matter what.
But what about all of our stories that don’t end in a miracle?
What do we do when all is lost, the cavalry isn’t coming…?
This is where the story we’re going to hear today takes place.
BECAUSE OF JESUS, THE WORST THING IS NEVER THE LAST THIN
John 11 - The Story of Lazarus
The story begins with some strange stuff—Jesus gets a message he ignores.
The disciples are keen to stay away from Jerusalem, so they don’t push it.
Jesus waits until it’s all over—on the fourth day when hope is lost.
He enters into the grief of a funeral lacking any hope.
The accusations of Martha—and a revelation from Jesus
The resurrection she’s longing for is embodied in Jesus himself—but he needs an
object lesson to prove it.
No matter what has happened, no matter how it feels like all hope is lost… The
Resurrection shows us that the worst thing is never the last thing.
•
•
•
•
•
•

“If You Had Been Here”—the very real doubts and questions we have…
• There’s no wrong way to question God.
• The answer = “I am the Resurrection & The Life
• Hold on to it with whatever faith you have—even if it’s only a little.
“Jesus Wept” - the sign and symbol that God really is with us.
• This is the beauty of the Incarnation—shared grief.
• Jesus knew the outcome—saw the future—and still mourned.
• We mourn—but not as those who do not have hope.
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BECAUSE OF JESUS, THE WORST THING IS NEVER THE LAST THIN

sermon extras &
further reading
FOR FURTHER READING:
Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend, Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way and
Presence
Diana Butler Bass
Jesus Outside the Lines: A Way Forward for Those Who Are Tired of Taking Sides
Scott Sauls and Gabe Lyons
Christ In Crisis? Reclaiming Jesus In A Time of Fear, Hate and Violence
Jim Wallis
SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s website leonbloder.org
or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.
DAILY DEVOS—LIVE AND THROUGH EMAIL
Throughout the Corona Crisis Pastor Leon will be broadcasting LIVE on Facebook
Monday - Saturday at 9AM
Subscribe to the Daily Devo emails through our church website.
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.

