
 
                        

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Those Who See 
John 9:1-41 
The Wilderness Is A Place To Participate In Healing

A Very Different Kind of Lenten Journey—Wilderness Wandering 
But there is life in the wilderness… 

Why Do We Miss The Miracles?
We tend to see what we want to see—based on bias    

Perceptual bias (motivation); Response bias (desire) 

A Story about a church—an exercise in truly seeing 
What keeps us from experiencing the miracles of healing around us? 

What keeps us from being willing to see?

THE WILDERNESS IS A PLACE TO PARTICIPATE IN HEALING 

John 9:1-41
• The disciples tip the hand of the religious types—“Who sinned…?” 
• The man is “Sent” to the pool named “Sent” - During the Feast of Tabernacles
• The man “hears” and obeys before he sees—“my sheep hear my voice…” 
• The Pharisees eventually kick out the guy who was kept out in the first place. 
• They see what they want to see—their firmly held beliefs kept them from it 
The wilderness can be a disruption right in the middle of our comfortable 
biases and beliefs—a disruption that gives us a choice: to see or not to see.  

What can we learn from the Pharisees?
 Are we on the wrong side of Jesus’ object lessons? 

What needs to change in order for us to see more clearly? 

Healing is happening with or without us
We can either be a part of the celebration  

Or we can be the gatekeepers to the miraculous.  
  

THE WILDERNESS IS A PLACE TO PARTICIPATE IN HEALING 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
A Way Other Than Our Own: Devotions for Lent  
Walter Brueggeman 

Bread and Wine: Readings for Lent and Easter  
Various Authors  

The Unvarnished Jesus: A Lenten Journey  
Brian Zahnd  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

DAILY DEVOS—LIVE AND THROUGH EMAIL  
Throughout the Corona Crisis Pastor Leon will be broadcasting LIVE on Facebook 
Monday - Saturday at 9AM  

Subscribe to the Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

