
 
                        

First Sunday of Advent  
Keep Awake  
Mark 13:24-37 
Stay Awake—Don’t Miss What God’s Going To Do Next 

Advent - A Season of Expectation
I don’t know about you—but I’m expecting something better… 

Paying Attention vs. Being “Woke” 
A test on how well you can pay attention—challenge your self 

How often does this happen to us in other parts of our lives?  
“Wokeness” has become a cliche— Paying Attention never goes out of style 

How well do we do this when it comes to God, and what God is up to?
What exactly are we expecting? 

If God becomes human—it becomes all too easy to make God look like us
Our attention is required to keep our senses from being dull during a time of 
crisis—It’s about more than just keeping your eye on the ball.  

STAY AWAKE! DON’T MISS WHAT  GOD’S GOING TO DO NEXT

Mark 13:24-37
• This passage is considered “apocalyptic”  - meaning was discernible 
• Most scholars believe—Jesus was predicting the destruction of the Temple
• What happens when the Temple is destroyed—an issue for 1st Century 
• What is the cost for sleeping when the call is to see, remain awake and 

work? [While the disciples slept, Judas was on his way]
• Who is at his risk when God’s people slip into spiritual slumber? 
During a time of crisis, we need to stay alert, and pay attention.  We may 
not know what is to come, but if we are awake we’ll see the signs of Who 
is about to arrive. 

The Call for Us This Advent 
• To Watch - it can be hard to see sometimes, clear the fog
• To Wait - waiting can cause disillusionment, stay hopeful
• To Work - the work can get difficult, don’t give up 

STAY AWAKE! DON’T MISS WHAT GOD’S GOING TO DO NEXT 



sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Watch for the Light: Readings For Advent and Christmas  
Various Authors  

Celebrating Abundance: Devotions for Advent  
Walter Brueggeman 

Advent & Christmas Wisdom from G.K. Chesterton 
Thom Satterlee  

SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST  
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s  website leonbloder.org 

or leonbloder.com  
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes 
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.   

DAILY DEVOS—LIVE AND THROUGH EMAIL  
Throughout the Corona Crisis Pastor Leon will be broadcasting LIVE on Facebook 
Monday - Saturday at 9AM  

Subscribe to the Daily Devo emails through our church website.  
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr 
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   

http://leonbloder.org
http://leonbloder.com

