Focus - Week Three
The Only Thing To Fear
Acts 9:10-22

Knowing Jesus can help you face the unknown.
Focus - When we take a closer look, we learn to trust in what we can’t see
because of what we can see.
Today: We’re going to be talking about facing fear of the unknown…
First, Let’s talk about coulrophobia—the fear of clowns… it’s a real thing.
What do you do…
When your faith teaches you that you should live without fear…
And there’s so much to be afraid of?
KNOWING JESUS CAN HELP YOU FACE THE UNKNOWN

Acts 9:10-22
• Let’s do some recap—the story so far… images of Saul on the road
• Flannery O’Connor was right—even though the legend doesn’t hold up.
• “The Lord” Kurios—used in the book of Acts to describe Jesus
• St. Ananias - not much known about him. Martyred in Palestine
• He is not that enthused about helping Saul—as you might imagine.
• He’s being asked to lay hands on a man who killed his friends.
• His obedience in the midst of his fear is born out of proximity to Christ
• The first word he speaks is “Brother…” Releases Saul from his old life.
It takes a firm belief in radical grace, and defiant hope to face your fear of
the unknown.
We have a moment here—all of us. How do we embrace it?
• Proximity to Jesus
• Where do we see Jesus at work? Why aren’t we there?
• Obedience to our ultimate calling
• If you are going to follow Jesus—you actually need to move.
A story about the kind of work we need to do…
KNOWING JESUS CAN HELP YOU FACE THE UNKNOWN

sermon extras &
further reading
FOR FURTHER READING:
Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith & Art
Madeline L’Engle
Things Seen and Unseen: A Year Lived In Faith
Norah Gallagher
SUBSCRIBE TO THE PASTORCAST PODCAST
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s website leonbloder.org
or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them automatically.
DAILY DEVOS—LIVE AND THROUGH EMAIL
Throughout the Corona Crisis Pastor Leon will be broadcasting LIVE on Facebook
Monday - Saturday at 9AM
Subscribe to the Daily Devo emails through our church website.
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on his Tumblr
account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.

