
 
                        

Ghosts Of Christmas Past 
Week Three:  Letting Go of 
Mistakes to Embrace Growth  
Romans 8:1-5 
If God doesn’t define you by 
your mistakes, you shouldn’t 
either.  

THIS SERIES—focuses on what it means to let go of the “ghosts” of 
our past as we lean expectantly into the new things God is bringing to 
the world and to our lives. 

Today—we’re talking about mistakes… 
Some of the biggest mistakes in history… 

WHAT ARE YOUR BIGGEST MISTAKES?
What is the story you tell yourself about them? 

Have they come to define you—shape your view

IF GOD DOESN’T DEFINE YOU BY YOUR MISTAKES, 
YOU SHOULDN’T EITHER

Romans 8:1-5
• A little bit of background on the Church at Rome
• Paul’s view of the “law” and how it did nothing but point out mistakes
• He uses the language and metaphors of the day to teach
• What does Paul mean by “condemnation?”  And why are we not…
• Living in the Flesh vs. living in the Spirit
• It changes the way you think—how you see yourself
Paul was teaching his readers to see themselves as God sees them—
not defined by the mistakes of their past.

You Are Not Your Mistake
We have a longing for clear identity—sports, brands, places
But we are not these things—any more than we are our missteps… 

Practice “Courageous Vulnerability” 
Learn how to speak and live detached from mistakes 
Your story—all of your story—is worth telling:  authenticity

IF GOD DOESN’T DEFINE YOU BY YOUR MISTAKES, 
YOU SHOULDN’T EITHER

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Desmond Tutu and Mpho Tutu 
The Book of Forgiving  

Sidney & Suzanne Simon  
Forgiveness: How to Make Peace with Your Past and Get On With 
Your Life  

D. atrick Miller
The Way of Forgiveness: Letting Go, Easing Stress and Building
Strength

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




