
 
                        

Under God? Week Four 
The Four Most Powerful Words 
Matthew 23:1-12 
We become peacemakers 
when we admit we don’t know 
everything.   

THIS SERIES—has been focused on how Christians can be 
peacemakers in a culture that seems hopelessly divided and at war 
with itself.  

Here’s A Really Big Question:  Would you rather be RIGHT or HAPPY? 
We’ve been programmed to believe that being right is more important 

But what if we flipped this?  What if we valued who asked the best 
question as opposed to who gave the “right” answer?  

WE BECOME PEACEMAKERS WHEN WE ADMIT 
WE DON’T KNOW EVERYTHING

Matthew 23:1-12 - We’re back talking about Pharisees 
• But this time we’re focusing on the last part of this passage
• Jesus takes on the certainty of the Pharisees teaching and instruction.
• They were smug and confident in their “rightness” but were missing it.
• They’re need to be right was keeping people from seeing the truth.
God doesn’t need us to be smug in our certainty, God needs us to bef
filled with humility in our unknowing.

How We Speak Needs to Change 
How is your need for certainty shaping your speech?   
What can you do to practice this? Calibrate for the moment. 

How We Act Needs to be Transformed
Are you living your certainty?  How is that working for you?  
We need to Live The Questions  

YOUR HOMEWORK: 
1. Practice shaping your speech—even when you are alone!
2. For every opinion that you want to form—create two questions.

WE BECOME PEACEMAKERS 
WHEN WE ADMIT WE DON’T KNOW EVERYTHING

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Sarah Stewart Holland and Beth Silvers 
I  Think You’re Wrong (But I’m Listening): A Guide to Grace-Filled 
Political Conversations.  

Arthur C. Brooks  
Love Your Enemies: How Decent People Can Save America from A 
Culture of Contempt 

Ben Sasse  
Them: Why We Hate Each Other And How To Heal  

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




