
 
                        

I  Want To Believe But…  
[I Can’t Believe In A 
Demanding God] 

Romans 8:31-39 
True Love Is Never Demanded. 

Introduction—It’s often difficult to believe in a God we cannot see.
Why does God allow suffering? Doesn’t answer my prayers? Seems so 
demanding? So Angry and Judgmental? 

THIS SERIES—will help us discover new ways to think about God that 
are free from these kinds of boxes. 

THINK OF A TIME WHEN YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW… 
Struggled to believe in God because they thought they 
couldn’t measure up—that God’s love was limited, and God was very 
demanding…. Maybe that person was you… 

TODAY:  TRUE LOVE IS NEVER DEMANDED. 

Romans 8:31-39
• This whole passage is based on a single argument:  If God is for us, who

can be against us?  [what’s your answer]
• There will come a day when all things will be set to right, and justice will

be done—and the God who does this is for us.
• We will be tempted to believe otherwise—that God’s love is limited.
• Paul blows this up and asserts that we will more than prevail.
• So how could anything separate us from this kind of love?
God doesn’t demand our love—God simply loves, which demands a
different kind of response.

Why Do We Love Stories About Unconditional, Undemanding Love?
The Dodo—my favorite Facebook storyteller…. It’s in us

We’re the ones who place God in a box labelled “demanding,” 

TWO QUESTIONS: 
1. What are the “nothings” that can’t separate me from God’s love?
2. What kind of response does that kind of love “demand?”

TRUE LOVE IS NEVER DEMANDED.

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

Philip Yancey 
Where is God When it Hurts? 

Rob Bell  
What We Talk About When We Talk About God 

Timothy Keller  
The Prodigal God  

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




