I Want To Believe But…
[I Can’t Believe In An Absent
God]
Psalm 22
God is closer than you think.
Introduction—It’s often difficult to believe in a God we cannot see.
Why does God allow suffering? Doesn’t answer my prayers? Seems so
demanding? So Angry and Judgmental?

sermon extras &
further reading

THIS SERIES—will help us discover new ways to think about God that
are free from these kinds of boxes.
WHERE IS GOD WHEN IT HURTS?
Have you ever had a moment when you wondered where God was?
Tragedy? Loss? Violence? War? Natural Disasters?
If God is so powerful—why doesn’t God stop it?
TODAY: GOD IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK
Psalm 22
• This Psalm is dear to Christians because of its use by Jesus on the cross.
• It is a Psalm of lament—a prayer intended to acknowledge grief, but also
to serve as a reminder to God [and the hearer] of God’s faithfulness.
• Let’s practice a bit of lectio divina with this Psalm.
• What feelings does this Psalm bring up for you? Can you identify with it?
Our hopes should not be bound up in a God who is far away, high in
some heavenly temple… Our hopes are grounded in a God who is
near us in the worst of it.
SOME TIMES THINGS JUST HAPPEN… THERE ARE NO ANSWERS
But… Because of Jesus, God intimately, and at a cellular level understands
what it feels like to experience God’s absence.
Which reminds us that we are not alone… God is with us.
SOME THOUGHTS
1. What if you embraced the image of a brokenhearted, grieving God?
2. Would it move you more to respond to brokenness? Your calling…
GOD IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK

FOR FURTHER READING:
Philip Yancey
Where is God When it Hurts?
Rob Bell
What We Talk About When We Talk About God
Timothy Keller
The Prodigal God
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND
MERIDETH

PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s
website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.
DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK:
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.

