
 
                        

Stop Going To Church  
“Love God”  
Matthew 22:36-40 
When we truly love God we 
get to do whatever we want.  

Introduction  - Stop Going To Church  
Bet you never thought you’d hear that from a pastor, right!? 

Here’s the twist: Stop going to church—BE the Church. 

This is how we “be” the Church at Shepherd: 
OUR VISION: LOVE GOD, LOVE EVERYBODY 
This isn’t some touchy-feely, politically correct statement 

 It’s one of the most challenging things Jesus ever said… 
Today: 
WHEN WE TRULY LOVE GOD WE GET TO DO WHATEVER WE WANT. 

Matthew 22:36-40
• Jesus keeps getting challenged by the religious elites.
• Its the theological version of a dance-off and Jesus has moves.
• Pharisees take their shot with “an expert in the law.”
• Jesus Kobayashi Maru’d the test (nerd alert) by combining laws.
What he says here is if you Love God, you will love everybody.  And if
you don’t love everybody, then you might not be loving God.

Jesus knew how exclusive their faith had become and called it. 

Let’s Unpack The Command: Love God 
“Love God and Do What You Want.” - St. Augustine 

HOW TO LOVE GOD AND DO WHATEVER WE WANT

1. We get to do whatever we want when it’s life-giving
human flourishing, joy-bringing, peace-making 

2. We get to do whatever we want when it’s kingdom-building
salt and light—God-flavored, Now-I -Can-See 

3. We get to do whatever we want when it’s servant-minded
when it’s not about you, and all about everybody 

WHEN WE TRULY LOVE GOD WE GET TO DO WHATEVER WE WANT. 

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

Bob Goff  
Love Does  

Walter Brueggeman  
A Gospel of Hope  

Andy Stanley  
Deep & Wide  

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




