
 
                        

Emmanuel: God With Us - 
Week Two  
“Level Ground” 
Luke 3:1-6; Baruch 5:1-9 
God is with us to make a way 
for everyone.  

Why this series, and what are we trying to learn…
We value well, what we remember well

Because of Jesus we can believe that God is with us

Today:  God is with us to make a way for everyone
- Our culture is selfie-obsessed:  Sologamy, the ultimate expression

- No one expresses humility—it’s all about winning
- The perfect platform for humbuggery.

 Luke 3:1-6 - John The Baptist lays out God’s plan
• There’s a long list of political and religious leaders here—Jesus death
• But the word of the Lord did not come to them.
• The word came to John out in the wilderness—symbolism
• Fast forward to the year 70 AD—someone hands you a scroll
• And you hear the words: euanglion, divi filius
• With a simple message:  Confess. Repent. Be Baptized.  Level Ground
• A message of how those who are on the outside are finally restored.
• THE WORDS OF THE PROPHET BARUCH
JOHN’S MESSAGE WAS SIMPLE, BUT IT ISN’T SIMPLE TO FOLLOW

Have you ever watched The Voice, or American Idol? 
 See if you can name the last five winners of each show?

What would it look like if the winner was honest? 

Admitting the truth about who we are - this is the key to everything. 
Confess. Repent. Remember your Baptism. 

In this way we acknowledge Jesus Lordship 
And we know that God is with us to make a way for everyone

Because the Church has it’s own spin on selfie-obsessed culture: 
Blessings = Riches; Bigger = Better; Comfort > Discomfort 

What do you need to lower—Pride? Greed? Success?

God is with us to make a way for everyone

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
NT Wright 
Advent For Everyone: A Journey With The Apostles 

Ann Voskamp 
The Greatest Gift: Unwrapping The Full Love Story of Christmas 

Walter Brueggeman  
Celebrating Abundance: Devotions for Advent  

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




