
 
                        

An Attitude of Gratitude - 
Week Four “Irrational 
Generosity”  
Psalm 112 
When you have an attitude of 
gratitude, you practice 
irrational generosity,  

WHEN YOU FINALLY REALIZE ALL THAT GOD HAS DONE FOR YOU, 
THE ONLY TRUE RESPONSE IS GRATITUDE. 

Today: When you have an attitude of gratitude, you practice irrational 
generosity.

What it looks like when we do the right things for the wrong reasons…

When Generosity is Inauthentic: 
Charitable giving in companies declining  - Harvard Business Review 

“Cause-Related Marketing” - appearance/no substance 
There’s a difference between true generosity and self-aggrandizing, 
self-serving charity… 

Or when it’s coerced:  The hard sell, guilt, etc. 
Duty-based gratitude is emotionally empty and causes resentment.  
Obligatory gratitude rarely has a heart—it breeds contempt and fosters 
injustice - Diana Butler Bass 

As followers of Jesus, we are called to be irrationally generous with 
ourselves and what we have—as a response to God’s generous grace. 

 Psalm 112 - Those who are blessed, and fear the LORD 
• To “fear” the Lord means to be in a healthy relationship with God.
• This passage lists all of the attributes of those who “fear” God
• Verse 9 speaks to the generosity that comes from fearing the Lord.
• What would it look like to freely scatter our gifts to the poor? Irrational?
Walter Brueggeman—Gospel love is grounded in a conviction…

It’s the difference between a spoon and a ladle…. 
We live as a ladle when we ask the right question… 

And the right question leads us to the only answer: 

When you have an attitude of gratitude, you practice irrational generosity.

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 
Anne Lamott  
Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers 

Diana Butler Bass 
Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks  

S.J. Scott & Barry Davenport 
The 90-Day Gratitude Journal  

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




