
 
                        

Easter Sunday 
“Let Us Not Mock God With 
Metaphor” 
John 20:11-18 
Resurrection is real, and God is 
still in the resurrection 
business. 

This is the Day of Days—the Moment we’ve been waiting for… 
We dressed up, and came ready to party, am I right? 

Just so we’re clear—we’re celebrating the impossible… 

Big Question: “The Resurrection really happened right?”
Let’s put it like this… If there was a movie camera set up 
outside the tomb, what would it have recorded? 

The whole thing is mysterious, wonderful, amazing and… sometimes very 
hard to understand…  
  .   
What if Resurrection wasn’t just something that happened, but 
something that keeps happening?   John Updike’s poem… 

RESURRECTION IS REAL, AND GOD IS STILL IN THE 
RESURRECTION BUSINESS.  

JOHN 20:1-8
• Mary Magdalene had been the first to see the empty tomb
• Now we find her weeping in front of the tomb.
• Jesus appears, but she thinks he’s the gardener (maybe he was)
• When he calls her name, she recognizes him and calls him Rabboni
• Jesus declares to her his new way of being experienced.
• Commissions her to go and share the news.
There’s a difference between SEEING and RECOGNIZING here…
Mary saw Jesus, but didn’t recognize him until he called her by name…

She’s called, ordained and commissioned as the first preacher. 
How often do we see and not recognize Resurrection? 

 And what changes it for us?

* When we feel known
* When we are called

RESURRECTION IS REAL, AND GOD IS STILL IN THE 
RESURRECTION BUSINESS.  

sermon extras &  
further reading 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

N.T. Wright  
Surprised By Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection and the 
Mission of the Church  

Various Authors  
Bread And Wine: Readings For Lent & Easter  

Eugene Peterson  
Living The Resurrection  

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PASTORCAST WITH PASTOR LEON AND 
MERIDETH
PastorCast Podcasts can be found by:  
• Listening online through the “Audio” page of Pastor Leon’s

website leonbloder.org or leonbloder.com
• Searching for “PastorCast Weekly Podcast” in iTunes
You can also subscribe to our podcasts from iTunes and receive them
automatically.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS THIS WEEK: 
The daily devotionals will be posted on Pastor Leon’s blog, linked on 
his Tumblr account, the church’s Facebook Page and Twitter.   




